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Here is a snapshot of what has been going on at CFS lately. Things have been so hot

and heavy that
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we had already

through our pr
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cruit and certify new ones and on several occasions had to contact sister agencies for

prospective families.

We talk a lot about the difference that CFS makes in the lives of birth mothers and
babies. From time to time we all imagine what it must be like for the new adoptive
family. What follows is a glimpse, a first hand view of the blessings that come when a
family chooses to trust in God and a mother chooses to place her baby for adoption.
These letters are from one of our newer families truly relying on God and walking by
faith. The adoptive father is currently overseas serving in the military.

A Journey to Faith...

Heat her 0s

Over the past few
years it has been on our
hearts to adopt. We al-
ready have four boys that
keep our home filled with
joy, but we desired to both
help someone in need and
to have a little girl. Our
boys are all close in age.
We had hoped to adopt
soon after our last was
born, but we never seemed
to have the money.

In January 2008, after
a great deal of talking and
even more praying, we
decided that if we were
foll owing
would provide. If we were
living by faith we had no
more excuses. That same
month we asked Christian
Family Services for an
application to adopt. We
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prayed continually for the
birth mo md s
emotional, and physical
health. We prayed for the
health of the baby and
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own. And we prayed
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will that He would pro-
vide for us. We set up
the home study and
started on the endless
paper work. Finally we
had it all done and
ready to mail. Within
an hour of mailing the
paper work | received a
call from my husband,
Jason. | enthusiasti-
cally told him that the
paper work had been
mailed off. He then told
me that in March, just two

Go d gnonthsy away, he Hwould

leave for combat training
for two months, then leave
from there to Afghanistan

for twelve
-cont od
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foll owi ng addptod Ossartedvioh la

diypicad fall day in South-
ern lllinois.  All week
long | had been experi-
encing feelings that my
Ifepwiag just notadmplete.
Every passage in the Bible
| read told me that I
needed to be doing more

Jerry

Heathg, and Jasop,
in my
Christian walk. Sto-

ries in the Bible that | had
read since | was a small
child took on new mean-

ing. | saw the faith of
men like Peter, David,
Paulfi people | consider

heroes. Peter stepped
P 8l a %torming sea just
because his Savior asked
himto, David trusted God
even when the king of Is-
rael wanted him dead.
Paul risked his life daily
to preach a message to
people who wanted to end
his life. | knew that God
had a plan for me, but |
needed the faith of my
heroes to start down the
path God had mapped out
for my family. Naturally,
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There are smiles all around as
Heather and Robert celebrate

Scot Dyl ands finali
happy grandparents with them on
March 11th, 2009.

zation. Thatds the

Finalizations
naMarChi « Aprids
2009

Kevin, Tammy and Katlynn came all the
way from South Caroli
finalization March 11th, 2009.

Jesse with mom and dad,
Tiffany & Chris, seems to be
thanking Judge Davis at his
finalization March 11th, 2009.

Jasonds Story

| had visions of preaching
to a crowded congregation
like my father or maybe

Cont @
o‘W’hatever

matter the cost. You tell
me what you want me to
do, where you want me to

y ou

Chl oeds
April 15, 2009.

adoption was

What a beautiful deduction for
Jennifer and Todd!

wtlaen things on Ky mind.
| was a little too dis-
tracted trying to figure out
what

Goddos wi

would do whatever He
asked. So | began to tell
my very confused wife

labowt athe ewehta tof the

even being a missionary go and I dm i n missed thed dbvious dsigns last hour fi of my time on
in some far off country. whatever you wafnwhat le wag thyieg to my knees and how | had
These images are far from funny thing about giving tell me. committed myself to God
the Warrior ethos that | yourself over to oOGthdds wiolull,d and iiswil. How could |
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h ave when you finally do think about adopting the say no? To say no would
pledged itt, He answers you baby when itdés meamn?é di dnodt t
myself to quickly. Almost im- I can honestly say plan in my life. Saying no

as an offi- mediately after pray- that question hit me like a meant that | thought |

cer in the ing, the door opened load of bricks. My knees knew better than God.

U.sS. Air and my wife Heather got weak. My stomach So the journey began.
Force. walked in. The was in my throat. Surely Two years later | find my-

I words she  spoke not. This is not what God self in Afghanistan star-
found shattered the world | wanted. | already had ing at a picture of my baby
myself on lived in. four children, and girl whom 1 have never
this  par- 60Jason | n e e ldeatheo and d Ihad just met, whom | have never
ticular to youb. Odisaugsed thad wé were held, whom I long to hug.
day torn admit | figured this done having children. But | know that she is the
by the calling that | knew was going to be a distrac- Surely this waanswerotb a @aydro said
was ahead of me. | knew tion from my communica- path for me. Surely this two years ago in my then
God wanted something tion with God, but hon- was a joke. youngest chil do
from me, but | was terri- estly | needed the distrac- Before | even And | could-
fied of what it might be. | tion. Heather began to answered my wife, | not be h
was wandering the house tell me the story of a found myself looking pier staring
lost in my thoughts and young lady she had met at the ceiling blurt- into those
somehow found myself in that day. She was young, ing out the words: beautiful big
the room of my youngest pregnant and down on her ONot this. y t hi n g|eyes, longing
child.  Without knowing luck. She already had one but this. o6 t t hi gfor the day I
how | got there, | found child and di dn &ointthoughwknéwo v find  myself
myself on my knees plead- she was going to support in my heart that in a busy
ing with God to tell me this new child. Now hon- God had answered airport and |

what He wanted of me. It estly | was notmy grayerse cltwashapm- finally meet my daughter
was at this moment that | the next question. Yes, | mitted to the path. How for the first time. And for
finally gave myself up to know that reading this could I say no when | had me, the next journey will
my faith. | remember you can see the writing on just sat before the Throne begin.

specifically saying the wall here, but | had of God and told Him | -Jason
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Christian Family Services

IS celebrating its

3Qh Anniversary!

June 6, 2009
6:00 pm

Family Life Center

University City Church of Christ

4626 NW 8th Avenue

Gainesville, Florida 32605

Here are some ways that you can help make the celebration perfect
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canot make it?

in honor of CFS. You can even
do it electronically via payPal

Share Your Story

We are looking for adoptive families and chil-
dren to share their adoption story in either a
letter or video format. Tell us how God has
blessed you and/or your family through Chris-
tian Family Services. Please contact Jerry
Callens at 352 -378-6202 or via email at cfsa-
dopt@aol.com to share your story.

Silent Auction

Contact Don Dasher for more informa-
tion and/or to donate a special item for
the silent auction (all proceeds will go
M directlyato e Miflidn).°He may be
contacted at 352 -472-3618 or via emalil
at dasher_d@bellsouth.net.

Be A Celebratiq

Help underwyri
Proceeds
MOmS’ babie

N Sponsgr

$500

BrOHZe

Remember that seating is limited, so please RSVP no later than May 15th
by e -mailing Jimmie Brunson at: jimmiebrunsom@gmail.com.
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Heat herds Story

months. We decided that
God had a plan that we
could not yet understand,
and we would continue to

FAMILY TIMES

cont 6d

and shook
telling him thank you for

serving our country. He
then came to me and

make our-

shook my hand. As he

selves pulled his hand away
available he left a bill in my
for what hand telling me to go
ever He get a snack with the
h a d kids and enjoy the
planned for morning. | thanked
us. We con- him, and he walked
tinued with away. | then looked at
the adop- the bill left in my hand.

tion  proc- There he had placed a
ess, only one hundred dollar bill.

m u ¢ h God had provided, and
guicker on that morning our
now to get cup overflowed. We
it done be- Heather & Faith didnot need

fore Jason left.

In the weeks prior to
Jason leaving for fourteen
months, we had basically
emptied our bank ac-
counts preparing for his
travels. The night before
he left I was stressed
about money. | sat down
and prayed and read the
Bible. | received instant
peace in reading about
how God will provide and
that my cup will overflow.

I thought about it and
realized t hat
have any money left but
our fridge was full and the

car was
filled
with gas.
We had
every-
thing we
needed
a n d
would get
paid in
just four
days.
Surely we
would be

okay un-
til  then.
On the way to the airport

| tearfully apologized to
Jason that |
him off with any spending
money. He told me not to
worry, that God had pro-
vided.

The airport was a som-
ber place. No one spoke,
not even the kids. We just
followed the crowds of peo-
ple through the terminal.
As we stopped to get our
shoes on, a man stopped

Alex & Faith

but it was like God was
saying, oyou
care ofo.

A few months later |

J a s motdrized Hhoa kedp our

dinner in their homes, a

adoption Christian
(F:)u?repnte rls ol t has been d gr?dnfcﬁq;@u It
learned through this without him but ave me a
then that | sometimes God answers g a b

h prayers in ways that may y
had to wait Becult b It | shower. |
a week || seem difficult but ultimately spent sev-
before | lead to a greater faith. . ¢ eral days
could file getting to

our taxes. The baby was
due in just three or four
weeks. That could be cut-
ting it close, but | had to
trust that God would take
care of things for us. A
week later, after filing our
taxes, | received a call
from Jerry. The doctor

t Hack chamged theydue date

and the baby was going to

w ibd due @ weektlatek tham

we all thought. Just three
days before | flew to Flor-

received a

call from
Jerry that
the paper-
work was

squared
away, and it
was time to
send in our
down pay-
ment. The
bilv evas @o- ¢l n & t

ida | received our tax

refund. Because of
Jasonds
donot have

taxes for most of the
year. That also lowers
our taxable income to
give us more credits
than normal. When all

was said and done we
received seven hun-
dred dollars more

ing out in the than what we owed
mail that Christian Family Ser-
day. | Ndchothan&dFhith vices. Our cup was
mention our lack of funds; overflowing!

| just got off the phone | made my trip to Flor-
and prayed that God ida where friends of

would provide. A week
later we received the bill,
and just one day later we
received our stimulus
check for one hundred
dollars more than what
we owed. Again our cup
over flowed.

January 28, 2009, is a
day to celebrate. Just one
year after deciding to give
no more excuses and live
by faith we had been cho-
sen by a birth mom. Dur-

c ing Iy codversatore witth

Jerry | learned all | could
about the birth mom and
the expected baby, while
not mentioning our lack of
funds. | got off the phone
and began to pray that
God would continue to
provide.

| spent the next day at
the military base getting a
few papers signed and

friends rallied together to
make sure | was taken
care of while | was there. |

stayed
with a
couple |1
had never
met, but
after the
time
spent
with them
they are
now very
much a
part of my

family.
T hey
loaned me their car and
fed me for two weeks sav-
ing me thousands of dol-
lars in hotel, car rental

and eating costs. Members
of the church invited me
to many activities includ-

ing | adi esd

Jackson & Faith

know the wonderful young
woman who planned for
me to raise her baby. |
grew to love both her and
her family. We discovered
many things that we had
in common. The most re-
markable is Faith. This
baby girl had returned her
to  her

faith i
very
much
like the
decision
to adopt

depl ogyhreeln we
t denpadyy our

a n d
helped
our faith

to grow.
Because cogper & Faith

of this

the birth mother had de-

cided to name the baby
Faith. Remarkably Faith

was one of the names we
had been considering.
Talking together, we de-
cided that Faith was the

perfect name for this baby
girl. On March 7th our

beautiful Faith entered

the world.

We could not have an-
ticipated the number of
ways that God provided
for us. In His own time we
have been taken care of.
Jason will be home from
Afghanistan in June and
is now counting the days
to return home to his fam-
ily and meet his new baby
girl. It has been difficult
to go through this without
him, but sometimes God
answers prayers in ways
that may seem difficult
but ultimately lead to a
greater faith.

In His Love,

Heather

Alex 10yrs, Nicholas 8yrs,

Jackson 6yrs, Cooper 4yrs
study,

B iaky IFith



